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Despite rising interest rates and a volatile stock market, U.S. light-vehicle sales closed out 2018 strong. The SAAR of

17.51 million in December 2018 was the second highest of the year, as sales for the month were up 1.5% compared
to December 2017. On average, manufacturers showed more discipline with incentives—which were down $164
compared to December of 2017, according to J.D. Power. Total 2018 sales came in at 17.2 million units, an increase
of 0.5%. Those sales were given a midyear boost, as new tax laws put more money into the pockets of consumers and
provided favorable incentives for business owners to purchase new light trucks for their businesses. And light trucks
certainly were popular this year—accounting for 69.2% of all light-vehicle sales—while the car-market share fell to its
lowest point in U.S. auto sales history. Aside from stock market volatility, most other economic data suggest the U.S.
economy will remain strong heading into 2019. A tight labor market, accelerating wage gains, high consumer
confidence and low gasoline prices suggest new-vehicle sales will remain robust this year. But headwinds from rising
interest rates and transaction prices, as well as an increasing supply of late-model used vehicles, will put pressure on

new-vehicle sales. For 2019, NADA expects new light-vehicle sales to fall slightly to 16.8 million units.

U.S. Light-Vehicle Sales

(Seasonally Adjusted at Annual Rates)

Dec 2018 Y/Y Change % Jan - Dec 2018 YTD Change %
Total Car 5.18 -9.1% 5.30 -12.7%
Total Light Truck 12.33 5.9% 11.89 7.5%
Domestic Light Vehicle 1SE55 1.7% 13.23 -0.2%
Import Light Vehicle 3.96 -1.5% 3.96 2.3%
Total Light Vehicle SAAR 17.51 1.0% 17.19 0.4%

Market Share, by manufacturer
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Market Share, by segment
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Market Share, by powertrain

Diesel 2.9% l
Hybrid 2.0%
Electric 1.2%

Plug-in hybrid 0.7%
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