Op-Ed
A New Car is a Green Car

With gas prices at record highs and still rising, everyone’s making an effort to “go green” these days, including motorists shifting to more fuel-efficient vehicles. That’s good news for our nation’s effort to curb fuel use and reduce greenhouse gases from vehicle tailpipe emissions. 

One of the best things Americans can do to reduce emissions and improve air quality is to replace their older vehicles with newer, more fuel-efficient passenger cars and light trucks. 
After all, any time you trade in or purchase a vehicle that gets higher gas mileage than your current vehicle, you cut emissions of carbon dioxide. 

About 5 percent of the cars on U.S. roads today produce 75 percent of smog-forming pollution, such as carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons and nitrogen oxides, says Douglas R. Lawson, a scientist at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory in Golden, Colo.

Today’s new cars and trucks are more fuel-efficient than ever. The nation’s auto dealers share the goal of improving fuel economy standards while reducing vehicle emissions as part of an overall response to energy security and global climate change. 
In December, Congress passed an historic piece of legislation, the Energy Independence Security Act of 2007, which set a national fuel economy standard of 35 miles per gallon to be achieved by 2020. This law is aggressive and will increase fuel economy by 40 percent over today’s standards while reducing vehicle tailpipe emissions. 

It should be given a chance to succeed. 

A national approach to improving fuel economy stands in stark contrast to the “California approach,” which is untested, fails to look at the impact on the national economy, limits vehicle choice and neglects to even consider passenger safety. 

It’s important to note that all cars and trucks—regardless of age—emit carbon dioxide proportional to the amount of fuel that is burned. Increased fuel economy standards that require consumers to fill their gas tanks fewer times also reduce carbon dioxide emissions. Simply put, less gasoline burned produces less carbon dioxide. 

Today, consumers can choose from more than 100 models that get 30 or more mpg. These vehicles are available now in dealer showrooms. 

Recent advances in technology are making it even easier for consumers to drive green. Every new model that comes off the assembly line offers some kind of fuel-saving technology, such as fuel injection, advanced four-cylinder engines, variable valve timing, continuously variable transmissions and cylinder deactivation. 

And consumer choices continue to grow. Auto dealers are selling hybrids, alternative and clean-diesel-powered and flex-fuel vehicles, and soon combinations of these technologies will be available. 

There are more than 70 models of alternative fuel vehicles available in dealer showrooms today, up from 12 in 2000. They all offer innovative ways to reduce greenhouse gases. 

But that’s not all. Automakers are investing billions of dollars in research and development to provide consumers with more fuel-efficient vehicles without sacrificing safety, affordability and reliability.

Global efforts to mass-produce econ-friendly cars and trucks—from plug-in hybrids to lithium batteries to hydrogen fuel cells with zero emissions—are on a fast pace to reach dealer showrooms. 

Fierce competition will result in a new frontier of global transportation and mobility. 

This is nothing less than a “green” automotive revolution. 
