(DEALER or ATAE Letterhead)


SENT VIA FAX: XXX-XXX-XXXX

March 5, 2009
Representative ___________

United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Representative ___________:


I would like to bring to your attention legislation to address the pressing problem of totaled vehicles returning to the roadways.  This legislation, H.R. 1257, the Damaged Vehicle Information Act, introduced by Rep. Cliff Stearns (R-Fla.) and Rep. Gene Green (D-TX)., would require insurance companies to make the VINs of flooded and destroyed cars publicly available.  Dealers strongly support this legislation to give consumers and dealers another tool in judging the fair market value of a vehicle and keeping unsafe cars off of the road.  I urge you to support and cosponsor H.R. 1257. 

While determining vehicle histories has been a problem for many years due to varied state vehicle titling systems, the devastation of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita last year emphasized the problem.  Approximately 500,000 vehicles were totaled in the storms, and now these vehicles are beginning to reappear in states far from the Gulf Coast.

Unscrupulous rebuilders and resellers overhaul these cars, scrub the titles, and then resell them to unsuspecting consumers.  Criminals have become experts at disguising vehicle damage and often, damaged vehicles will have clean titles.  Since insurance companies are not required to “red flag” these problematic vehicles, consumers can end up purchasing an unsafe car.  H.R. 1257 is the best method for making sure that dealers and consumers know the true history of these totaled vehicles. 


This legislation is a simple solution that would give dealers and consumers valuable access to reliable total loss data.  The insurers already collect this information and the bill merely requires that the VINs of these totaled cars are made public.  I want to keep these problem cars out of my inventory.  H.R. 1257 would help fill the gaps in knowing a vehicle’s true history.

Your help in moving this important legislation is much appreciated.  Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

